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Users ‘Heartened’ as Review Panel Changed

News that the original expert group tasked with reviewing the drugs known as Selective Serotonin Re-uptake Inhibitors (SSRI) has been dissolved by the Medicines Control Agency (MCA) amid claims of bias, and a new panel formed, has been welcomed by the 4,000-strong Seroxat Users Group.

The Users Group raised concerns about a serious conflict of interest which arose from two of the four members of the expert group holding shares in GlaxoSmithKline, manufacturers of the anti-depressant Seroxat, one of the SSRIs under investigation.

Sarah Venn, Chair of the Seroxat Users Group, said:  “This news is welcomed but not unexpected.  It was impossible for the expert panel to continue once its bias became known.  While we accept that the two panel members had been placed in an invidious position, we feel they should never have been appointed by the MCA or, indeed, accepted the appointment themselves because of their personal shareholdings in GSK.”

Mark Harvey, a partner at Hugh James Solicitors which represents the User Group’s 4,000 members across the UK, said that the review would have had little credibility if it had been carried out by the original panel.  

He said:  “The review was set up because public confidence in this whole class of drugs was severely knocked by concerns about dependence and withdrawal reactions attributed to Seroxat.  It had to be impartial, otherwise, what was the point?  The review would have been open to criticism and, ultimately, its findings would have been challenged by the Users Group through a judicial review.

“I trust that now a new, presumably unbiased, panel has been appointed, the review can move forward in an open and transparent manner, finally putting Seroxat firmly under the microscope.”                                                                                            Continued...
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The Users Group remains concerned, however, that the MCA has still not agreed to consider the personal experiences of Seroxat users in the review of the drug.  Sarah Venn said:  “We have offered to provide the MCA with all the information we have gathered about adverse reactions, dependence and withdrawal reactions, but they have not decided how or even if they will include patients’ experiences in the review.  That is extremely worrying and we will continue to press them on this important point.”

- end -

Notes for Editors:

1. Objectives of the Seroxat Users Group

· Amendments, with more detail, to the patient information sheet and information to doctors in relation particularly but not exclusively to withdrawal

· To notify individuals who take Seroxat and who desire to withdraw from the drug about the means and methods to do so

· Provision for the accumulation and analysis of relevant medical facilities who can withdraw Seroxat from users safely

· Provision for the individual funding of safe Seroxat withdrawal

· Provision for medical research concerning any long terms effects of Seroxat

· Compensation, where appropriate, for individuals who have suffered with the drug

2. Hugh James Solicitors

· Wales largest legal partnership and one of the fastest growing regional law firms in the UK, Hugh James partner Mark Harvey represents more than 4,000 people who have experienced personal or family problems as a result of using Seroxat.

· Cases are being investigated with a view to instigating legal proceedings against GSK in line with the objectives of the Seroxat Users Group.
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