
"What they’ve done is just despicable … "�
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"During this long inquiry we became aware of serious weaknesses in 
the MHRA. Worryingly, in both its written and oral evidence the Agency 
seemed oblivious to the critical views of outsiders and unable to accept 
that it had any obvious shortcomings, except those that could be 
remedied by more transparency. The Agency’s attitude to its public 
health responsibilities suggested some complacency and a lack of 
requisite competency, reducing our confidence in its ability to undertake 
the reforms needed to earn and deserve public trust. Nor did we 
conclude that the MHRA provides the discipline and leadership that this 
powerful industry needs. We recommend that there be an 
independent review of the MHRA …"  
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Declaration of interest: I have a critical, passionate and long-standing interest 
in the SSRI antidepressant story: see Medicines out of Control? I played no part 
in the making of this Panorama, but undertook (with Dr Andrew Herxheimer) an 
analysis of viewers’ emails for the second programme in the series, for which I 
was paid about £1,350. I was also engaged (2004/5) as a specialist adviser on 
the Parliamentary Health Committee enquiry into ����&
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Charles Medawar 
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